Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:
Table Talk:
Spiritual conversation starters for families

Matthew 20: 1-16:  Week of December 9, 2012
1. Why does Jesus compare the Kingdom of God to workers in a vineyard?

2. Why do each of the workers get paid the same amount even though they do not work for the same amount of time?  What truth is Jesus trying to communicate about the Kingdom of God?
3. Is it difficult for you to accept the reality that anyone who repents and believes, even if it is at the last moment of life, reaps the same benefits as faithful lifelong Christ followers?  Why?

4. Would you recommend that people wait until just before they die to come to know Christ, so they don't have to work so hard or give up so much?  Why?

Family Activity:
As a family, make a list of three people in your spheres of influence who do not have a relationship with Jesus.  First, pray for them.  Second, reach out to them with a random act of kindness as an expression of Jesus’ love.  Third, continue to grow the relationship and watch for the Holy Spirit to open doors to share the good news of the Gospel even if it is at the last moment of life.

Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:

Digging Deeper:
Sermon follow up study for individuals, couples, and groups

Matthew 20: 1-16:  Week of December 9, 2012

1. To what is the kingdom of heaven compared?  Why is this parable told here (see Matt 19:30 & 20:16)?

2. Why are identical wages given to both early and late workers?  Who is discontent and why (vs. 10-12)?  Is the land owner’s practice unjust, generous, or both?  Why?

3. Who gets less of God, the last minute converts (Gentiles) or those who should have known God since the beginning (Jews)?  Why?

4. How do you feel about recent converts getting the same benefits as you in the Kingdom of God?

5. Would you recommend that people wait until just before they die to come to know Christ, so they don't have to work so hard or give up so much?  Why?

6. Do you ever envy God's blessing on other people?  Why?

7. Make a list of three people, whom you already know, who need to hear the Good News of the Gospel to be able to reap the benefits of the kingdom of God even if it is at the last moment.

